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Question:

Just a question out of interest and for research. There is a Hadith in Sahih
Bukhari about a Dua for the Mayyit (Deceased):

»50t AL 215

And cleanse him with water, snow and hail.

What might be the reason of saying water, snow and hail?

Instead of just cleanse him, and ending statement there.

Why the use of these 3 forms of matter?

(Questioner: Faizal Aboo, Chairman Madrasah Noorul Islam, Limbe c/o Mufti
Abdul Rahman, Malawi - Africa)
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This Hadith reflects the deep spiritual and symbolic meanings embedded in
Islamic prayers and Duas.

The Hadith you mentioned is indeed a beautiful and profound one. The use
of water, snow, and hail in the Dua for the deceased can be understood in
several ways:

1. Purification: Water is a universal symbol of purification and
cleansing. Snow and hail, being different forms of water, emphasize
the thoroughness and completeness of the purification as a symbol
of forgiveness and mercy of different types of sins.



2. Coolness and Comfort: Snow and hail are associated with coolness.
In the context of the Dua, they may symbolize a plea for the
deceased to be granted comfort and relief from the heat of the
grave and the trials of the afterlife.

3. Symbolic or Metaphorical Meanings: In Islamic tradition, snow and
hail can also symbolize purity and the washing away of sins. The
mention of these elements in the Dua may be a way of asking for the
deceased to be cleansed of their sins and to be granted a state of
purity.

WHY USE SYMBOLIC AND METAPHORICAL WORDS:

Metaphors and similes § latw! y 4083 enrich the Arabic language, making it
more expressive, culturally resonant, and aesthetically pleasing.

Metaphors and similes are used in Arabic for several reasons:

1. Expressiveness: Arabic is a highly expressive language, and
metaphors and similes add depth and vividness to the language. They
help convey complex ideas and emotions in a more relatable and
impactful way.

2. Clarity and Emphasis: Metaphors and similes can make abstract or
difficult concepts easier to understand by comparing them to more
familiar or concrete images. They also emphasize certain qualities or
characteristics, making the message more memorable.

3. Cultural Significance: Arabic literature, poetry, and religious texts,
such as the Quran, are rich with metaphors and similes. These figures
of speech are deeply embedded in the cultural and literary traditions
of the Arab world.



4. Aesthetic Appeal: The use of metaphors and similes enhances the
beauty and elegance of the language. Arabic speakers often
appreciate the artistry and creativity involved in crafting these
comparisons.
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